IgA deficiency associated with chronic hepatitis C virus infection. A cause or an effect?
To evaluate the role of IgA in hepatitis C virus (HCV) infection. We have tested serum IgA levels in patients with antibodies to HCV. A retrospective study. The IgA levels were tested in serum samples from 94 patients with antibodies to HCV examined during 1989-1990. Low IgA levels were found in 16/94 (17%) patients. In three of these 16 patients (3.2% of the original 94), no IgA was detected by radial immunodiffusion. In nine of 16 patients, previous pre-HCV infection serum samples with undetectable anti-HCV antibodies were available. In four of these nine patients, IgA deficiency was found in the preinfection serum, while in the remaining five patients, previous IgA levels were normal and the occurrence of anti-HCV was associated with the recent development of IgA deficiency. The results of this study indicate that IgA deficiency is a risk factor for HCV infection in some patients, whereas in others it might be caused by the viral disease.